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By Email

Rt. Hon. Wes Streeting MP

Secretary of State for Health & Social Care

Department of Health & Social Care

39 Victoria Street
London
SW1H 0EU
1 November 2024
Dear Mr Streeting,

Budget - Employers’ NICS

Following the Budget, I am writing to you to request that rural dispensing GP practices be treated the same as the rest of the NHS.

Dispensing doctors are general practitioners (GPs) who provide primary healthcare to around 9.28 million rural patients in England via 950 practices.  Patients living remotely from a community pharmacy, at their request, can have their practice dispense the medicines they prescribe for these patients. The unique benefits of the dispensing doctor service are that it provides access to medicines and general healthcare under one roof.  Around 7% of all prescription items are dispensed by doctors.

My practice serves 16,000 patients in rural Suffolk, represented by your colleague, Peter Prinsley. Our accountants have calculated that the practice will incur additional costs of £140,000 from next April. This includes the costs associated with the rise Employers’ NICS and the Living Wage.  This is equivalent to several senior clinical staff.  

As you know practices are already under serious financial strain. In addition, the dispensing contract has not been changed in over a decade, as I have indicated to you in two previous letters this year, dated July 9 and October 23. 

There is no justification for excluding practices from the compensation arrangements announced in the Budget for other NHS bodies.  For historic reasons, GP practices are not NHS bodies, but they are classed as public bodies under the Freedom of Information Act.  In addition, they are entirely dependent on funding from the NHS to provide services to patients.  

To quote Lord Darzi, “as independent businesses, General Practices have the best financial discipline in the health service family, as they cannot run up large deficits in the belief that they will be bailed out.
” Therefore, the increased costs associated with the Budget will have to be met by reducing patient services and/or by making staff redundant. 

General practice is the front door to the NHS. The increases in employers’ NICS and Living Wage could close many of those doors for good.

I would be happy to meet you to discuss this, and other, issues at your convenience.

Yours sincerely,
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Dr Richard West MBE

Chairman

cc Peter Prinsley MP, Bury St Edmunds
Administration Office


Victory Mill


Thornton-le-Dale


Pickering


YO18 7RT


Tel: 020 8643 6694


Email: matthew.isom@dispensingdoctor.org








� �HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-investigation-of-the-nhs-in-england"��https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-investigation-of-the-nhs-in-england�, Paragraph 33, page 81
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