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The Rural Services 
Network is fighting for 
a fair deal for rural 
communities, in all 
public sector funding



We want a fairer 
distribution of 

national resources 
to rural areas and 
for more nuanced 
national policies 
that reflect rural 
circumstances.



We are a membership 
body

with over 500 
organisations all with 

an interest in 
delivering services in 

rural areas.
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We hosted a range of events…

8 Seminars in 2024

512 delegates
187 organisations
73 local authorities

Over 1000 hours of learning
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• 655 delegates attended the RSN National Rural Conference in 
2024.

• 131 organisations participating with 27 experienced speakers 
sharing their experiences and expertise with delegates



We’ve also brough together our 
members to explore key issues 
impacting rural communities, the 
Digital Switchover and NPPF 
Consultation
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The RSN is representing rural and 
ensuring that the rural voice is heard:

DEFRA Rural Impact Forum
Rural Coalition
National Centre for Rural Health and 
Care
Rural Homelessness Coalition
BT Digital Voice Advisory Group
National Rural Crime Network
National Alliance for Cultural Services

Secretariat for All Party Parliamentary 
Group on Rural Services



Campaigning for a fair deal for rural communities

Priorities for coming year:

• Rural Fair Funding for Public Services
• Growing the Rural Economy
• Rural Affordable Housing
• Rural Transport
• Rural Health and Care Services

"During my time as a serving Councillor on Somerset Council, I saw firsthand 
how hard it is for local authorities in rural communities to deliver essential 
services. I have campaigned for fairer funding and support for rural services 
since my election as a Member of Parliament, and I am honoured to have 
been elected as the chair of the APPG for Rural Services. I look forward to 
working with colleagues from across the political spectrum to deliver stronger 
outcomes for all of our rural communities".

Sarah Dyke, MP, Chair of Rural Services All Party Parliamentary Group

All Party Parliamentary Group on Rural Services
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Rural Coalition
Action with Communities in 
Rural England

National Housing Federation

Arthur Rank Centre Plunkett Foundation

CPRE, The Countryside 
Charity

Royal Institute of Chartered 
Surveyors

National Association of Local 
Councils

Royal Town Planning Institute

National Centre for Rural 
Health and Care

Rural Services Network

National Farmers Union Town and Country Planning 
Association

The report shows that with the right policy 
framework, the rural economy could increase 
productivity significantly, leading to an 
additional £9 billion to £19 billion per year in 
tax revenues. This growth would not only 
support rural communities but also have far-
reaching benefits for the national economy, 
helping to fund essential public services and 
drive broader economic initiatives.

https://rsnonline.org.uk/images/publications/reigniting-rural-futures-summary-report.pdf
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• Voluntary Guidance for Community Benefits for 
Electricity Transmission network infrastructure 

• NHS Consultation 10 year review 

• HM Treasury Comprehensive Spending Review 

• National Planning Policy Framework 

• Industrial Strategy Green Paper 

Ensuring rural have a voice 
in Government 
consultations
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We have been 
working hard 
to raise the 
profile of rural 
services this 
year
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