
RURAL TRANSPORTATION 
INNOVATION

DfT Rural Transportation Accelerator



CHALLENGES

Innovation in transport technologies and services has the potential to enhance rural 
transport and support a higher quality of life for people in rural areas. 



DELIVERY



DIRECT IMPACT



DIRECT IMPACT

8 trials

• At least x2 Social Return on 
Investment

• Average of £20K spent per 
council





Impact

• Carbon Reduction:  Up to 50% compared to traditional materials.

• Environmental:  Badger setts have not been disturbed.

• Regulatory:  Sustainable drainage plan secured for whole 2.5km route.



• Environmental Impact:
• Delivering Greener Transport 

• Facilitates greener form of transport 
than walking

• Built using 90% recycled materials

• Main building material is carbon 
negative

• Commercial Impact: 
• Team expansion

• New contracts won

• Secured industry authority

• Added huge value to Intelligen



Impact

Successfully deployed a proof of 

concept for an NHS Trust.

Effective integration with Liftango 

to promote the Indigo PLUS 

DRT service in South 

Warwickshire.

Identified opportunities to 

enhance rural connectivity 

using the Travel Assistant. 

https://travel.yousmartthing.com/warwick_hospital

We’ve made your journey 
easier – find the best 
travel options to your 
appointment

CLICK HERE, or scan the 
QR code, to try our new 
Travel Assistant. 

On screen patient communications for Warwick Hospital



LEARNINGS

Rural Transportation users value faster 
and cheaper over new infrastructure

Users are enthusiastic and willing to 
contribute

Public procurement systems creates 
challenges in implementing new 
solutions

Cross-sector collaboration is pivotal for 
rural design

Transportation behaviour change 
requires communication and incentives

Lack of integrated and shared knowledge 
between organisations and sectors 
delays innovation
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