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Government Priority – Grow the Economy

“Growth is the defining mission of my Government.  

It’s the only way to deliver our plan for change and put 
more money in your pocket.”

Kier Starmer Prime Minister, Jan 2025
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The Rural Economy is in Crisis

Rural Productivity is lower than the England Average

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68750cdb39d0452326e28e15/7_Rural_Economic_Bulletin_15_07_2025_v2.pdf
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The Rural Problem

Job Rich – Career Poor: Consistently higher 
employment rates than urban since 2007, but 
lower wages

Wages earned in the 
rural economy are 
lower than in urban 
areas
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Services Are Disappearing

40% reduction in rural post offices since 2010, 
affecting banking and government services

85% of rural branches closed since 2000

Rural communities lack access to essential government, financial 
and digital services which can impact the ability of the rural 

economy to grow

Only 54% of rural areas have gigabit broadband 
vs 82% urban
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Economy doesn’t exist in isolation
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Rural Potential

The report Reigniting Rural Futures shows that with the right policy framework, 
the rural economy could increase productivity significantly, leading to an 
additional £9 billion to £19 billion per year in tax revenues. 

This growth would not only support rural communities but also have far-reaching 
benefits for the national economy, helping to fund essential public services and 
drive broader economic initiatives. 

The Treasury stands to gain substantially from an invigorated rural economy, 
making this an opportunity too significant to ignore.

https://rsnonline.org.uk/rural-economy-a-sleeping-giant-worth-19-billion

https://rsnonline.org.uk/images/publications/reigniting-rural-futures-summary-report.pdf
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https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/delivering-for-all
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